ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 


Crown Copyright documents reproduced by courtesy of The 
National Archives, London, England. 


www.nationalarchives.gov.uk 


The National Archives give no warranty as to the accuracy, 
completeness or fitness for the purpose of the information 
provided. 


Images may be used only for purposes of research, private 
study or education. Applications for any other use should be 
made to The National Archives Image Library, Kew, 
Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU. 


pal RR 


ase yy 


Ee OS Sree 


Dated 


Received 
in Registry 


References. 


(How disposed of.) 


61870 


(Action | © (In 
completed. 


Ws 
4 fi} 
Next Paper. 


Nie 


of aN 


(Minutes.) 


inS.b- ecns/p/i17 Inn /35 


32003 F.0.P 


| ©@ 
«< 
= 
Go? 
x 
= 
oS 
nm" 
=4 
x 
m. 
be 
G 
@ 
| ead 
oe 
mn 
Q 
© 
x= 
=] 
So ft. 
be | 
a 
oO 
™ 
r 
oe 
z 
= 


" This. message will not Be dis stribubcd guteie Relish, Or. 
US Govt Depts or HOs or re-bralsnttted even in sinner: 
without De wag PA repnness | | : Sas 


“CO! ITROL OFFICE OR GE SRWANY AND AGPET 23 


‘emee eee ween ee ene eee coe: re er ee Soe oe te ema A? ces oo ee emt Be wee rm ee ee 


fe ae sos oo a PON i457, aS 
FROM: CONFOLK (CONTROL OFFICE LONDON) = =f 
TO:  BERCOMB (CONTROL COMMISSION } ace 
INFU: CONCOMB (CONPROL ¢ COMuISS ION LUEENCK: 

= CCLB/G/517 7 10 aN 

“Your B Pee CG 17585 regarding issue “ot immigzat | 


certifivates for Pales tine tO Jewish DES 3 in a4 ah tone oF” 


- Germe: y. The situation has developed fond ts wot ou df Follows: 


PEO | cert Artie cates 6 er avatlais ooh mt fos ote tk 
Hucope. — Of these S75 will be al] it 2 bLowe cho have 
relat Lives in Pales ‘tine and whosy nuplioetinns «4B 
wit ae : 
a as are comparat Waly few “cowish OPS ii Reibish Zona 
sLered but thos Will receive cortifiae ee un then a 
Ge ae this quote. , | | 
Se. Remaining 375 certificates aro avallable eect. month « 
— for dewieh DPs ia} Germany. This quota. starts 
from 15 JAN ae  EObAl gf 460 barliticntes Ge & 
available for Jewish IPs in British Yonr to cover vewiod 
15 NOV? tO 15 JAN. No certificates a: tage Liutuen Tapes © 
of tir. and these are therefore aveile bla POs Seeuy. : 
ae of ae be si aject to simll 
in some. months it certificates have bo be niven to or ner 
Jews: with special cle ims @.8, deroc (3 


L 


Bee Nowtnations Lor certificetes u jeer 
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mara & above will be | 
made fron Palestine. and Control Commissicn nila not be 


involved in regard Uo those alloted £o versons in Spitish | 


74003 


hy | 
is . 
British Zone except for: the issue of travel documents and 
exit permits. Certificates available under para. 3 above will 
however: be allotted by Passport Control officer Berlin on 2 


Se Femeerton of Control Commission. 


a 1 tad. he regard to. selection or Jewish DPs ee sowish 


ee sttould assist in this task and we are informed that | 
thy have: wo representatives at Hohne naniely CHAT HOFFMAN 
and KURT LEWIN: who are evailable for this purpose. ‘Tt is’ 
to be. hoped that they will make use| of services of J ae U. 6 
who are fully acquainted with Jewish DP population, Jewish 
ee Agency representatives would act under ‘instructions issued by 
Control. Commission in regard bo priorities and we should hope 
you would find it pos sible to. nke ch | proportional check of 
their recommendations so as. to be sure they are carrying out 
‘these instructions. Certificates should pe cont Lagu to genuine] 
registered displaced persons and priorities should be ‘those 
contained Ha Anglo-American. Report on Palestine which 
recomended the following order | | 
Lee Those already re eceiving DP care on 1 OCT 45 with 
first prlority LO concentration cap survivors , 
Those. who began to receive IP care between OCT AG: 
and 1 WAY 46 


The remainder. 3 


withio each group priority Lo ‘be given to skilled 
workmen in building and agricultural trades , children under 
12, persons: permanently incapacitate d and persons over 60 
years of age. These pe rs ons would all be accompanied by | 
their immediate families: and priorities must therefore be 


sufficiently flex ible to avoid breaking up these families. 


3) 
a ie The ac ial certificates will be obtained in blank | Pee 
Porm: by dee C. G, ‘from commiss toner for Immigration in palestine. 
Tk will also be necessary for him to consult Palestine | | 
Government on whether latter wishes any of nailes recommended to 
be referred to it before-certifieate is issued. It is to be. a 
“hoped any such reference would be kept to minimum Finally 
: P, C. 0. will forward GO 4 Palestine Government copy Ont 
ce sertioulane. concerning each approved applicant so that they 2S 
have information available to check identity when DP reaches 
Palestine. See ese | ao 
eo In addition to certificates Jewish enigrants should 
be provided with, Liodividual travel documents On which ex Lt 
permits and visas will be stamped, , : 
9, HMG accepts no responsibility Por movement of DPs 
and this Will presumably be arranged by Jewish Agency. 
O% We feel it would be most useful if before machinery 


; . i e ° e e ° ° - e ° 
A is put into motion you would discuss it with Jewish Adviser 
7 Col SOLOMON particularly in relation Lo checking of Jewish 
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\ Ke ge ney recommendations. Col Solomon would be erad to Vis Lb 


‘Berlin a.nd Zone for this purpose and would propose: to eome 


Pe erect 


Cae Re oe onets Mee ‘ 
tees 2 A ae eee, ; 5 
errr 


out to Berlin on 21 JAN if this is convenient. Pease cable 
urgently if you agree. If you wish to include Jewish Agency 
representat ives in discussions at that stage no doubt you will 


arrange for them: we be available. 
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‘CONTROL OFFICE FOR cul ALORA 


| from: ONTOLK( Control office London) TO: 1317002 - 


Tost, BERCOMS(Control Comission Berlin) 


| Info:  CONCOMB(Control Comission Lubbecke) 


Se OCLB/G/317 13 Jan aT “CONFIDENTIAL 
ep : our telegram of above. reference dated 10 Jan 
"regarding issue of immigration. certificates for palestine 
LO Jewish Deis very | muck regre eb. having to revise Eee 
information given in above telegram SO soon after. a 
despatch but point: nas just been ‘raised by Palestine ee 
Government woich may affect. monthly allocation of: aay 
875 certificates, to DP! from pis Jan onwards, oe 
shell of course do all we can £0 prevent: reduction of 
this allocation one it is necessary you should nov | 
 teke any ‘action in respect. of it uatil you hear further ee 
fpon US « ~The delay does not affect backlog of 360 | 
certificates for period Tp Nov: = 15 Jan and there is 
S therefore every peason LO proceed with establishment 
Of machinery for issue of these wach can be used for. 


the monthly quotas woen definitely fixed. 


“2 Colonel ‘SOLOMON may have to ‘postpond his iieit 
to Berlin-by. a few days but we should be oe bo know 


early that you wish hin Ww come. 
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Please pass following to High Cat ae fe | S 
at Jerusalen. . 
Wa 4 i ‘ 3 cP i 
His Majesty's Consul's despatch ecbmbér 
10th to Director of Department of Immigration about 
Domany family. 


Ol. 


I should be grateful for your instructions 
in this particular case and in connexion with the 
ultimate paragraph of the letter under reference. 


[Copies sent to Telegraph Section Colonial 
Office for transmission to Jerusalem]. 
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Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
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SOth April, 1947. 
/47 Palestine. 


In correspondence with your predecess 

ject of the allocation of imugration certii 
Jewish Displaced Persons under : 
my letter of 29th October, 1946, that Hynd would probably 
wish to confine the distribution of certificates in the firs 
instance to the Displaced v~ersons in the British zone in 
Germany aad would mot Yor the tine celng wish to extend the 
facility to those in the British zone of Austria. in his 
letter of 9th November, Hynd agrsed that this was his 
qnieition axl considered that the need of the Jews in the 
Austrian gone was not Bo urgent a8 that oF the Jews in the 
German gone. Accordin.ly the machinery for selecting and 
desoatching the imaigrants was set up in the German cone oil 
and all wrtificetes avéilsble up to date amounting to some 


4200 to mid-April) have been allotted for Displaced versone 
resident there. | | 


Il nave now received a letter from the American dolnt 
Distribution Committee representative in the british zone of 
Auotria, a copy of whieh I envdose Tor your Latlorimiabtion, 
requesting thut a certain proportion of tne avallable 
certivicnutes should in future be allotted to Jewish Displace 
persons resident in Austria, 1 shouid be yratvefui Pur your 
observations on the request end on the possibility of poling 
some way towards uweting it. If your decision is to courlas 
distribution to Germnany, I should be grateful ior your | 
Sugpeotions om the line I should take in replying to the 


] 


np Joint bistribution Commitiee. 


{ am Sorry that I have to add that, if the rejuest is 
Paated and the Auatrian gone allotted a certin propertion o 
the certificates, uo overali increase in the number of 
es wide avellable each month for distribution to 
ut @an in present circuustances be 


expected. 


The Lord Pakenhan. 
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A further point in this connection has been raised by 
the Jewleh Aageney im Palestine. “he Hiwh Comaiscloner infor 
me that &@ request has been made to hii by the Jewish Agency 
thet Gll the certivicates assi:med to Displaced Persons in 
Germaany Prom the next monthiy inalgration quota should be 
allotted to the Displaced -ercons in the Amrlean sone on the 
BPOuUNS thet these have so Par SCGCG. Ved Do Shure and, of 
COUPE, Meatly outenumber those in the British zone. 

i propose, 1. you agree, to Suguest tu the High Comaissioner 
160 he might reply to the Jewis Apency ta the effect that 
Since the numbere of certificates available for this purpose 
at the present time 1s se guali, their distribution should 
be confined for the tiie being to the British gone of Gexy 

where the administrative 


yee cus i, 


ZLB Le@iee, wi &p 2ALGRSLO bo une Gritis 
iWetpia A tuat he aight point out that the 
‘ ted by the ‘igration Departae:nt ¢ 
: / OA the vaiestine course 
te be distributed + : Lf a8 before, 
‘araiese of LUPOPGe 


i am Sending a copy of this letter to the Hinister of 
tate, 8 it ig not impossible that the authorities 
responible for the snerican “ones of GOMuany au austria 
“ay be moved by the Jewish Agency to lnitiate diplomatic 
Pepresentations:-on this subject, : 


be 


(sgd) A. Creech Jones, 


WOONOT “391430 ONOITS DiWENd 3HL JO LHOIHAdOD 


ws 


AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE 
BRITISH ZONE AUSTRIA 


c/o HQ CIVIL AF“AIRS BE. 
LAND STHIERMARK C.i!. 7}. 


Gras, 26th March 1947. 
Rte Hon. 
Ae Creech Jones, 1..Pe; 
Colonial Secretary, 
Colonial Office, 
London. 


Dear Mr. Creech Jones, 


Re; «allocation of Palestine Certiiicate 
tor Jewish Displaced Persons 7 | 
The purpose of this letter is to explain more fully our military 
Signal of the 24th inst., a copy of which is enclosed. iie sincerely 
request that you give your earliest possible consideration to this 
application made on behalf of 2,500 Jewish Displaced Persons in the 
British Zone of Austria. 


Of the many thousands of Jewish Displaced Persons resident in 
this zone shortly after liberation in 1945, several hundreds still 
remain, Most of these form part oi the Admont DP Camp population of 
approximately 1.350. A further 50 are living privately in the area 
of Graz. The remaining Jewish DP=s who have been living here since 
July 1946, are resident in the Admont, St. Marein and Hafendorf DP 
Camps. 


This total group can, with reasonable accuracy, be described as 
stable and not transient. The majority are members of small fanily 
groups whose Single hope is the opportunity of legal emigration in 
the near future. As is well know, the emigration goal for the 
overwhelming majority is Palestine. 


It is not our intention to mention here in detail the present 
day tragedy of the lives of these people. It is sufficient to say 
that there is amongst them widespread demoralization and despondency; 
both states of mind which are all too rarely alleviated. 


It was, therefore, the happiest of days when we learnt that 
several hundred certificates had been granted for the British Zone 
of Germany, and that this was to be a regular practice. we say 
"happiest" because it was imnediatcly assumed by every single Jewish 
person here, that Austria would automatically be granted a quota 
however small, it oeing fully realized that such an allocation 
would have, at least, to be compatible with the respective Jewish 
populations of the British Zones of Austria and Germany. It is, 
however, some weeks since the_ certificates were allocated to Germany 
and apart from a telegram from Jerusalem, stating that this 
allocation was exclusive to the British Zone of Germany, there has 
been no news, neither positive, nor uegative, coucerning the British 
zone of Austria. 


The temporary alleviation of the .eneral state of demoralization 
among the people here is8 passing almost as swiftly as it came. 
Indeed, despondency might even be more acute, since to the Jewish 
DP-s here the absence of any authoritative statement concerning their 
future, is to them further proof that they are not considered 
important enough to warrant special consideration by His Majesty's 
Government. The question is asked: why only the British Zone of 
Germany? Obvious answers are first the much greater Jewish 
population, and second, the opinion that Jewish DP population of 
Austria is a transient population. This opinion cannot be 
substantiated in the case of the British Zone of Austria where there 
has been no appreciable Jewish DP movement for approximately one 

, es year 


Q 
° 
bes + | 
at 
xz 
G? 
=x 
= 
© 
v" 
~4 
= 
m 
bes + | 
[4 
ao 
re 
o 
FJ 
m 
oO 
© 
r ] 
© 
oO | 
7" 
v" 
oO 
kt 
re 
=] 
= 
= 


year. And notwithstanding the validity of the first answer, this 
is Still no good reasm why this zone should not be allocated a 
number of certificates, on the basis of its population ratio to 


the British Zone of Germany. 


We have worked extremeiy closely with the Jewish DP problem 
in this zone since November 1945. We, todo, have waited for the 
day when something positive, however small, could be done to 
lighten the load of suffering so manifest among the people whom 
we represent. It seems to us now that there is a golden 
opportunity to achieve both a material and symbolic success. 
Material because, however few certificates are allocated, they 
will at least enable some people to emigrate. Symbolic, because 
4+ will keep alive the hopes of so many here, particularly those 
who have already spent two severe winters in DP calps. the effect 
upon morale of let us Say an allocation of 50 certificates per 
month would be incalculably high. 


We beseech you to listen sympathetically to the small voice 
of a small group waiting stili patiently for the type of assistance 
that only you can bestow. 


Y.urs sincerely, 


(sed) H. Yantian. 


WOONOT £391430 GY0DSY 9:17aNd 3HL 4O LHD I8Ad09 


Hyman Yantian, Director, 
AJDC British Zone Austria. 


AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE 

C/O HQ CIVIL APFAIx B.E. 

LAND STEIERMARK CE. 24 MARCH 
| | 15h 


COLONIAL SECRETARY 
COLONIAL OFFICE LOWDOiT 


Agpe 467 /./ UNCLASSIFIED /./ ON BEHAL!' TWENTYHIVE 
HUNDRED JEWISH DISPLACED PERSONS BRITISH ZONE AUSTRIA 
APPRECIATE DEFINITE STATEMENT REFERENCE POSSIBILITY 
ALLOCATION PALESTINE CERTIFICATES TO THIS ZONE STOP 
WIDESPREAD BEWILDERMENT THAT PRESENT ALLOCATION ONLY 
SOR BRITISH JONE GERMANY STOP MANY HUNDREDS DISPLACED 
HERE SINCE LIBERATION STOP URGENTLY REQUEST YOUR 
CONSIDERATION | 


AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE GRAZ 
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Nef? 


(16th June 1947 


Ref: 84/  /47 
Dear Department, 


We have been asked by Mrs. Barry Bingham 
of the "Courier-Journal", Louisville, to let her 
know whether it is a fact that six hundred 
Jewish children from Europe may be legally 
admitted to Palestine each month. 


wee more yet” 


The question has arisen in connection 
with a movement called “Children to Palestine" 
which Mrs. Bingham has been asked to assist. 

The Executive Director of "Children to Palestine" 
has told Mrs. Bingham that six hundred Jewish 
children may enter Palestine legally every month 
under the present British quota. Before rendering 
help to the Committee Mrs. Bingham has sought 

our confirmation of this figure. Would you very 
kindly advise us on a reply? It seems unlikely 
that the presant quota of 1,500 a month is in 
fact broken down as between adults and children, 
put before replying we will be grateful Hr your 


views. 
Yours ever, 


CHANCERY 
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Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office 
London, S.W ole 


OUT FILE. 


PORBIGN OFFICE, Selve 1. 
2uth June, 1947 


B 5365/651/51 


My dear Mathieson, 


tT enclose a copy of a letter from 
Washington, passing on an enquiry from Mrs. 
Bingham of the Louisville *GourLer-Journil" « 


Mrae Bingham has written intelligent 
and helpful articles on the Palestine guestion 
in her newspaper, and we should like to gond 
her a reasonably quick answer. Couid you Let 
me know what should be said? 


(Signed) H. BEELEY 


WOONOT “391440 GY0938 Q178Nd 3HL 4O LHDIYAdOD 


Vie fie Ve Mathieson, ESiiey 
COLONIAL OFFICE « 


iH e 


Colonial Office, 
Downing Street, 


: 3 Se We a ® 
75113/95/U7.« 5365 6 | . 
26th June, 1917. 


Aly eGar Peecy, 


You sent ine on the 2hth June a copy of a 
letter from Washington passing on an enguiry from 
iL.YSe Bingham of the Louisville "Courier-Journal", 

nouiring about a report that 600 Jewish children 
may enter Palestine legally every month under the 
present British quota. 


woere? 


It is not impossible that 600 Jewish children 
do in fact enter Palestine every month under the legal 
guota of 1,500, but there is no provision made in the 
machinery for distributing these certificates for the 
block grant 6@ any specific organisation of 600 for 
children. 


It may help the Hinbassy to answer iirs. Bingham's 
enquiry if I set out bricfly the way in which the 
current quota is at oresent allocated. 


750 certificates every month are allotted to 
Jewish imnigrants in the cainps in Cyprus. The imnigrants 
there are selected @n the basis of "first in first out", 
and are kept, as far as possible, in family groups. 
The selection is done in consultation with officials of 
the Jewish Agency and a representative committee 
established by the imnigrants themselves. Of the balance 
of 750, approximately 1OO are required each month by the 
Palestine Government to meet statutory obligations. 
These obligations are mainly connected with the admission 
to Palestine of cersons who enlisted in Palestine in 


/ the 
BEELEY, #89., C.B.E. 
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a. Allied forces during the war and at the time of 
their enlistment had not been legally registered as 
imnuigrants. The provision also extends to the wives 
and minor children of these returning soldierse 

The remainder, namely some 650 certificates, are 
Givided equally between the following two categories:- 


pela 

(a) the close noeieonts jn Europe of Palestinian 
residents whose applications have been regrstered 
with the Commissioner foriiigration in Jerusalem. 
Selection of these immigrants is made by the 
Comnissioner for Migration and is based primarily 
on the length of time for which applications ave 
been outstanding, but is governed to some extent 
by humanitarian considerations and the desire to 


re-unite fanilies; 


displaced persons from the Assembly Centres in 
the British zone of Germanys The latter are 
selected by a committee set up by the Control 
Commission, on whom the Jewish Agency and 
Jewish relief organisations are represented. 
This selection is vetted by the iimigration 
authorities in Palestine. The orinciple of 
selection is that, as far as possible, family 
groups ,whose maintenance in Palestine is assured, 
are sent together and efforts are rade to ensure 
thet each batch of immigrants is well balanced 
and easily assimilable into the econoiny of 


Palestine. 


From the above yuu will see that the movement 
ealled "Children to Palestine" cannot under the present 
machinery have any allocation of Ves 600 certificates to 
be used exclusively for children. The existing arrange- 
ments do, however, permit the entry to Palestine of a 
substantial nurnber of children each inonth. 


/I 
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I enclose an additional copy of this 
letter as it may be more convenient for you to 
send on direct to Washingtone 
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en | Resistry OUT FILE 97. 
 ) No. - - ue | nae 
Top Secret. 
Secret. 
' | Confidential. 
Restricted. 


cA wry 


NOOWOT °391420 GH0938 9178Nd JHL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


mmm yi 


Z 
O 
x 
< 
= 
v) 
a oe 
- 
Z 
Z 
LJ 
an 
= 
x 
S 
Li 
4) 
O 
- 
O 
Zs 
a. 
- 
2) 
7 


3149 Wt. 26469/137 100m 9/46 (51) F.&S. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, | 


SWel. 
(8 .8565/651/51 ) 


Dear Chancery, 


With reference to your letier 

No, 84/ /47 of the 16th June, 
reporting on enquiry by roe 
Bingham on the subject of Jewish 
inmigration to Palestine, vw 
enclose a copy of a letter from 
the Colonial Office containing 
the information you require, 


_  Yourg Over, 
BASTERW DEPARTVENT, 


The Chonee "ye 
British Embasay, 
“eahington. 


O = ay 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 


July 8th, 1947 


ANDEXED 
Dear Department, 


We would be grateful if you could let 
us have a reply to our hetter of the 16th June about 
the numbers of immigrant Jewish children allowed into 
Palestine, a subject about which we have been approached 
by Mrs. Barry Bingham of the "Courier—Jqirnal", Louis~ 
ville. We would like to let her have a reply as soon 


as possible. 


wy ever, 
HANCERY 


Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 
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: . A rer HIEF SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 
en Sn Ore . JERUSALEM, 


; PALESTINE. 


LSE e€-R EB i. : 20th June, 197. 


Den Beeley 

I am sorry there has been delay in sending 
you the figure for which you asked me in New York 
of the maximum number of Jews who could be 
admitted to Palestine during 1947 without distur- 
bing the actual ratio between the Arab and Jewish 
populations on the lst January 1947 and also, so 
far as can be estimated, the number which would 
have to be admitted each year during the ten year 
period beginning lst January 1948 in order to 
maintain that ratio throughout that period, 
account being taken of the higher rate of Arab 
natural increase. 


If the experience of the year 1946 is taken 
as an indication of the rate of natural increase 
for the whole year 1947 the ratio of the Jewish 
population to the total population at the end of 
the year would remain unchanged if 10,400 Jewish 
immigrants were admitted. 
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I am not giving you the figures for sub- 
sequent years since, as Loftus has explained to 
me, much depends on the rate of natural increase 
of the Jews and that in its turn depends on unknown 
factors such as the age-groups of future immigrants. 
In general, however, there should be a gradual 
f a-1.1. annually from the figure of 10,400 for 
1947 reaching perhaps 9,250 in 1955. 


H. Beeley Esqe, C.B.H.; 
The Foreign Office, 
London. 
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. - We are having our lighter moments here. 
The Netherlands' delegate fell into the tonib 
of Nicodemus on Wednesday and, unfortunately, 
eaused himself some damage, sufficient to 
keep him in bed for a few days. 


Net “Fr Le ; 


(D.C. MacGillivray). 


WOONOT °391440 OY09TY 9178Nd 3HL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


Registry who 
Woenbe LES ? fo fst . 


OM 
fl 
No. : 
f CS gt 4 A . 
Dated 7) Hy > ft, Mn Y 
Received 5 Le (y 


in Registry 
4Z 


i: On a ened 


Last Paper. 
(“GEl- 


References. 
po 
(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


(Action 


‘Gd y 


Next Paper. 


EG YS” 


PALESTINE 


Yownift of (heen Jeva Orel = Lalla. 


oy wae of ub fu Ae Ae bg: perk 
f Tor¢f L fo [piu ten. ft ° Olah 


1 feng tiff Al. AE bi te ia 1 pie! y, ite 6: L peey 
wa Vp byt a f Witte fergie? A ae if one et thi dy 


a 


; Le i | la neg \y ae “ Aft 10h bho ‘AE at 


ff 


weg te Ui ne led tie C403 SEA PE 
vi £ ug gor 2h XE / 


Y pee (a. 


(Minutes.) 


3. 


SPP | rbd t/ 4259 a 


1307 (oy 


{7 of 1x07 ‘ | 


ad 


EG ix 


gn pt Prbat bl 1920 ve | 


LL frtap bf 1°27 Ve 
I, Lf 6.0.6/ 80S 


~~ bY pom 31 
Prt say 
ee 

4-33 

‘33-0 


ne Oy poe Asis 


We. 24772/717 1785 10/38 FOP. 


Od an ET 


NOONOT “391390 GN093N 91 78Nd 3HL 30 LHDI8Ad09 


gPl. Prbadl — BSé 
~ Open Of 


- Pabrbag OL 1627 


. Prbep ll bre " y, 
s/t 


in Ph. typaus CL av} /y 
2 Py lat tl bya. 2/y 


», Lf byprar tt HV 


I, ff by pou Gl 4H 83 


7 Pibint tl (686 
1/660 


WOONOT “391440 ONODTY 91 TENd 3HL 40 LHD 18AdOD 


9, £.P. Piha GL 170% 


VSL Cott Re 
a Cy pa. Od 4S% 


4 # oa 
ass, 
= 
‘COLONIAL OFFICE NAD 


DowNINO/STREET, S.W.1. 


Secretar; of State for the Colonies. 
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ue eet UENCE Eee ns i a 


Seat aah 


The High Commissioner for Palestine has been 
approached by the Jewish Agency with a proposal that 
some 2,000 Jewish children, aged fran 6 to 17, now in 
the camps in Cyprus, should be admitted to Palestine 
forthwith aud placed in the charge of Youth Aliyah, the 
Zionist organization whose special function it is to 
arrange “or the imuaigration into Palestine and subsequent 
eare of Jewish children. Children so admitted would be 
deducted from the monthly inmigration quota as their 
*#arn came round, and only orphans or those children . 
whose parents are prepared to ake a written opplication 
for them to be taken over by the Youth Aliyah would be 
eligible for admission under the “scheme. -It is probable 
that most of the children are orphans. : 


2. Adoption of this plan would, of course, be greatly 
to the children's advantage and it would also reduce the 
cost of the Cyprus camps and release valuable 
accomodation there. ‘The move will be effected guietly 
ang in no provocative way amd, in view of the ultimate 

eduction of these children from the quota, the High 
‘Comnissioner is of the opinion that Arab reaction 
should not be sharp. He has, therefore, recommended the 
adoption of the scheme to the extent of the admission of 
500 children in the first instance, with the possibility 
of extension up to 2,000 if no difficulties are 


experienced. “, : 
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3. %L propose, if you agree, to authorize the High 
Comnissioner to make srancements accordingly with the 
Governor of Cyprus. 


he. Lam sending a copy of this minute to the Foreign 
Secretary. | 


(sgd) A. CRERCH JONES. 


8th J 


FOREIGN SECRETARY 7) 


10, DOWNING STREET, 


Br @ WHITEHALL, 
FV mun sored 
COPY OF MINUTE B E PRIME MINISTER. 


Reference: Mimrte to the Prime Minister from 


the Secretary of Sees for Colonial Affair: J 


about the | transferrl es 2,000 Jewish 
hile "t Palestine 


Via 
) 


Copy also sent to: 


COORETARY OF STATE FOR COLONTAL AFFAIRS 
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Cypher. {0.T.P.) 


FROM PALESTINE. (gen. Sir A. Gunainghaa) 


TO S. OF S., COLONIES... 


D. lst. fuly, 1947. 
f.. 2nd. “as 


ig 
an 


ae 
" bw 


O7..00 brs. 


IMPORTANT 


No. 1259 gecret. 


wy secret savingram No. 12} of Leth May- 


Jewish Immigrant Children froma Cyprus. 


~ have been approached by the Jewish Agency Wite 

a similar proposel. Suggestion is that some 2 »QQ0Q 
children, aged from 6 to 17 now in Cyprus, ehould be 
admitted to Palestine forthwith and placed in the charge 

of Youth Aliyah, to whom parents would be required to make 
a written application for their children to be taken over. & 
This application would operate ae bar to jater representa- 
tions that parents be allowed out of turn to join 

children. It now appears that most of the children are 


orpnens. 
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Ze fhe number of children so admitied would be 
deducted from the quota as their turn ¢ ame round. 


we Adoption of this plan would, of course, be 
greatly to the chilarenitsa advantage: 4% would reduce the 
cost and aise resul. in the release of valuable 
accommodation in Cyprus. ‘Phe only objection would appear 
to be possible Arab reaction: but the move would be 
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Prected quietiy and in no provoca 
caw of ee deduction from the quota panes 
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‘Peaction would: de. Bharp. 
iene fore: I recommend the adoption of the sau 
to the axtéeht of the admissibn of 500 children in 
the first instance until we see how Lt ohne a 
If you agree, { will. arrange. accordingly Ww 
Governor of Cyprus. Pee a 
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Copy sent to:= ; 


Foreign office - Mr CoW.e Baxter. 
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INWARD TELEGRAM — 


Cypher (0.T.P.} 
#ROM PALESTING (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) ) 


20S. OF S., COLONTSS, 


D. 10th July, 1947: 


R. 10th 19.55 bre. Woe... ‘ 


IMMEDIATE 
No. 1307 Secret. 


Addressed to S. of Sg. 
Repeated to Gov. Cyprus, No. 128. 


My telegram No. 1259. 
Jewish immigrant ehfildren from Cyprus é 


| As matter is of some ency I propose:to 
proceed at once with arrangements ani, if Governor of 
Cyprus agrees, to effect the move of 500 children as 
soon &S possible. I shall make local announcement of 
forthcoming move on Saturday 12th July unless I hesr 
from you to the contrary by noon thet day. | € 
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2. My telegram No. 1259 has now been repeated 
to Cyprus as No. 127. 


Copy sent to:- 
| Poreign Office -~ Mr. C.W. Baxter 


. 


OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


SO ETECMETE LEIS 


Addressed Hig h Commissioner ,Jerusal Gite 
 ‘Repsated Governor, OCYprus, WOe 3300 


Noek507 Ssere te | 


0804259 anc 1507 Pepeatea to 
and 80.428; ; | 


Jewish ‘imeicrant children from Cypruss 


poosibla uncer ths arrangemne 066 outiined in your telegram 
o,1259. You will no doubt inform me whether in the light 
of experience you recommens the admiesion of further children 
ander the same achema. I assume that ip the first instance all 


children will be orphans. : 
Ao I an arranging for Goodman. of Agudas jereei. to be 


informed that you have now found it pesasible to adopt. his 
achame in part under arrengements made by Youth Aliyah. 


tT agrse ‘to admigsion of 500 shiléren az s00n a& 


3. ~ appreve local announcement’ of mové on Saturday 
12th Juiy. Anbouncement will no doubt be worded so as to 
M8 tho riak of Arab reaction. Presume that you will 
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PROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Canningham) 
TO 8. OF S:.. COLONIES. 


G. Sth Auguet, 1947. 
R, &th : _ 22.15 bre, 


Wo, 1520. 


Addressed to S. of 5. 
Repeated " Gov, Cyprus Ho. 158, 


Your tolegram No. L407, 


Admission to Palestine of Jewish 
erphens in Cyprus detention canbe, 


fo understang that total mumber of 
children in co bend on in cyprus #ho ave Ful 
orphans is (7985). am i foun ng EHO 
Jowieh Agency that f£ sam agveeable 7 bo trensfer 
of further 85 on the same conditions as tne 
oviginal 500. 
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SEWARD TELEGRAU 


This document must be paraphrased if the canmunication of its 
contents to any person outaide Government Service is authorised. 


Cypher 


FROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) - 


TO S. OF S., COLONIES. 


Do 9th August, 1947. 
Ro 10th " « 22.10 hes. 


Hoo 1527 Secret. 


Addressed to Cc. in Cc. Mediterranean, No, 1128, 
Repeated to Cyprus, No. 160. | 
" " So Of Se 


Your telegram No. 311922. 
Safety of transporte. 


10 jl agree that as a general rule transports should 
not (repeat not) be used in the present circumstances for 
carrying illegal immigrants from Cyprus to Palestine. I have 
so informed the Jewish Agency, and have invited it to make 
suggestions for provision by Agency charter of non-Gorernmental 


shipping. 


2, There arises, however, question of transport from 
Gyprus of 500 orphan children for whose entry into Palestine 
I have already given permission, Ages of these children rang 
from 6 to 17 years. They would probably be eccampanicd by 
about 20 adult Jewish leaders and supervisors. 
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Je I am most anxious on humanitarian grounds that 
these children should be admitted to Palestine as soon 48 
‘possible, and I feel therefore that we should accept the risk. 
I should add that if we do use our own ships it will be made 
abundantly clear to the Jewish Agency that we regard it as. 
‘their responsibility in this instance particularly to ensure 
that there shall be no sahotage. : 


4, I trust that you will concur. / Copies 


v 
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P.3. to Prime Minister. 
Private Secretary. 
Private Secretary. 
Pirst Sea Lord. 

MYo G.CeBo Dodd Bo 
Private Secretary. 

Go Ie Ge So 

Lt, COle JoGoe AtKInsOn. 
Lt. Gol. We. Gores 
Private Secretary 
Chief of Air Starr. 
SiK Ne Brook. 

MY. Po Ac Geo “Mark tone 
Commander Ererahed. 
Private Secretary. 

Hr. Ce¥. Baxrtere 

Mo Beithe 

Private Secretary. 

Sir Henry Wijeor Smith. 
Defence Regisury. 

Mro TPoAc Rovers enon 

Mo a 9 Grakare. F 

Ais Gormodore E.S, Buss. 


Woo 49 Downs 
Lord President 
Admiralty : 
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FROM GYPRUS (0.4.6. ) 


TO_S. OF S., COLONIES. 


D. 12th August, 1947. 
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Ho, 435i Secret, 


Addressed to High Commissioner Palestine. No. 

Repeated to Cerin-C. Mediterrangean No, 491, 
: Gecin=-G, Middle Bast Land Frorses 
; " S$. oF S. 


Reference your telegrams Nos. 160 and i641, 
Trensfer of illegal immigrants. 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


Cypher (0.Ts Ps) 


PROM PALESTINE (Gon. Sir Ao Cunningham) 


TO S. OF S.. COLONIES. 
dD t2th August, 1Di fe 


R. 12th 19.40 hrs. 


Oneal 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
NOs €C Prete. 


Add reased to S. of So 
Repeated to Gov. Cyprus No. 46lt0 


ras telegram addressed to you Noe. 433% repeated 
+o Palestine No. 39» | 


Illegal Immigration, 


No (repeat no) objection to issue of statement as 
proposed, but in view of the nature of arrangements with the 
Jewish Agency, I would suggest that the last part of the 
statement be amended so as to read fend that as soon as 
satisfactory arrangements can be made by the Jewish Agency 
jin respect of the necessary shipping, outstanding transrers 
Gan be arranged at once." Grateful to be informed of time of 


release of statement in Cyprus. 
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This document must de paraphrased if the communication af its 
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FROM PALESTINE (gen, Sir A. Cunningham) 


TO Ss OF S., COLONIES. 
ethan kaa 


De 12th August, 1947. hin. 
Re 12th * " ~* “20.45 nra, Moe, 


IMPORTANT 


Noo 1548 Secret, 


Addressed to Gov. Cyprus No. 162. 
Repeated *"s. of §. : 
. “ Cemin-C. Mediterranean, No. 1136, 
" ~ C.-in-C. MoE.L.F. Noo 1437. . 
. “ P.S.T.0. Mediterranean (Comin=C. MoEeLoF. 
please pass as my telegram | 
Noo 1138). 


My telegram No. 161. 


Grateful if you will now arrange to send to Palestine 
&3 soon 88 possible in our own (repeat our own) Shipping the 
200 (repeat 500) orphaned children referred to in the second 
and third peragraphs of my telegram No. 160 to you repeated 
Se 3 
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I am informed that the ages of the children run up 


Zo 
to 17 and I would, therefore, suggest very careful sea 


rehes 
before embarkation, 


52 Jewish Agency are being told officially that 
reliance is placed on them to ensure that no sabotage will 


be attempted during or following the transportation of these 
Orphaned children. 
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inmigrents can be syansported without risk to our on Bhips, 
wbieh obviously must be safeguarded for the primary PULPOsS 
peationed in paragraph 1 abovee 
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Poliey Depte) - Ha. Rennie. 
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FROM OYPRDS (0.4.0.) 
8 ys 


De 13th Auguet, 19h7. 
E. 13th wate 15g? 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
No. 435 Secret. 
Adareseed to gs. of S. 


Repeated to High Commissioner, Palestine, 
No. 396. 


| Telegram from Palestine No. 1550 repented 
to Cyprus Ne. 16h. 

lilegal imulgration. 

On the asswuption that you agree, I propose 


to issue atatement amended as exggosted by Palestine 
&& 1000 hours tomorrow, 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


Cypher (0.%.P.} 


VROM PALESTINE (Gen.Sir A. Cunningham) 


Do. 23rd August » 19le7. 
tf 


ra) oka) . 29,05 RYS» 
flo, t672 | | 61 | 6°) ()} 
ee | 27 pun 1047 


uy Re 


INDE K ED 


AgG@rersed to S. of So | 
Repested to Gov. Cyprus, No. 176. 


teleppeu: Hos. 1549 epi No.t550> 
Tremors of quote imnigrante Prom CTPF o 


tr, whew cf Fach that Jewish Agency Pepgeerented 
asrong.y thet they were unable thames. vas $O produce 
within & peasoneble pericd eny chip miitable for EY ERAPOP'E 
of theas cuote immigrants, am reqreated $nas ou Gua 
ships be waed under Agancy’s guarantee agninst saApotage, 
~ have offered them temporarily cha use oF oud SOUePes te ., 
provided, that they would give & homd to make good coat of 
any damage or loss due to sabotage uy HO B100,0C0, sud. 
woRLe alac deposit 2 sum of 65,000 ag sunetys Tris they 
refused to do, reiterating that they were prepared ae 
give verbal assurance ang to send senior leading members 
of Agency actually te travel is ships. Tf Was Bot pPapared 
to aecept this offer {eapecially aa sabotage usually 
eseuzs when wessengers burs disembarked}. 


2, Tha Agenoy beve this morning informe, me that 
they are entiwavouring to arrange charter Ot BoS,>REIMAH 
(New Jovieh owned pessenger veauel) and will report 
further in a Paw days 
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FROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 
2 Anguat, 1247, 
. bs 21230 hrae 

LHCORTANT 


No. 1527 


, Gyprue, Ne, +78, 


TouPr LelLeeren Ne, 329: and ‘connected s:errespondenee, 
Sranasoort quota for immigrant, 


2 Agénoy is ready to effect immediate charter of the 
a snip of approximately 71,060 tons registered 
Fe anian fleg end presently Lying at Beirut, She 
i a rye wi crouh Bite: PaAtion eb out 400 tmm terant g nes) bunks and 
| There 26 no asc ommoda tion in the ship for guardsa, 
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YOU may ag , in view of the fact thet immigzanta 
wili be chacked and counted on poard in Cyprus and cheeked and 
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oom ris document must be paraphrased if the communication of its contents to any person 
outside Government Service is authorised. 


TO THE SECRETARY”OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 
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FROM PALESSING (0.A.G.) 

D. 2nd September, 1947. 
nd. # # 


43.05 bre. 


Gaieheeiase eninge 


No. 16674 Seeret. 


Adaressead to 0.-in-G. Mediterranean, No. 1222. 
Repeated to P.S.1T.0. Mediterrancan C.-~in-C. 
M.E.L.P. please pass as my telegram 
No. 1223). 
* sg, of S. 


Your tolegrams 311922. 
Tpansport of Jews from Cyprus to Palestine. 


Jewish Agenoy have now arranged to charter at 
Beivut yessel nemed EFTHALIA whieh will carry 150 Jews 
per teip without guards on a shuttle service between. 
Cyprus and Haifa. Veasel left Beirat 3ist August to Load 
first batch at Femagusta, whence ahe is expected to clear 
for Haifa 2ad September. 
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fo. hth Secret. 


AGAs essed to High Commissioner 
Repeated to 3. of S&S. 


Your telegrem No. 178 rapeated fo the G. of Be 
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4gcnuey have arranged with Mester of EFTHALIA if capny 
O00 immigrante each yoyage. This nusber wlll therefore he pus 
m board Por yoyage arriving Haire tomorrow, 
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FROM PALESTINE (0.A.0.) | 
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Noe.is80 Secret 


Addressea te Gov. of Gypras, No, 185. 
Repeated to S. of GS. 


Your telegram No.438 repeated to the 8. 0: 


fLLiegal inmi gration. 


Jsewlsh Ageney states that they hava bern i 
negotiation with Khedive Mail Line for transpors o: 
imnigcents from Cyprus to Palestine and thet the Con 

ia prepared to take 4OO each trip aa deck passanvoua on 
reguiar sailings of a.6: FOUADIEA- in addition ‘to aorual 
coh Lonont of fet and 2nd clesa passengers, This Woude, 
b@ in addition to EFPHALIA. Question is being examined 
Oy MLLI tary and Polias Authorities here, ard = would be 
grateful for expression of your views on the proposal, 


fa Agency have been laformed that it will zat 
freneat not in any onae be possible to complete 
arrangements in time for the anin's gal Ling at Famagusta 
acheduied Lov Stn Saptember. | 
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WROM PALEQTINE (0. A. @) 9 
D. 6th September, 1947. 
6th " " 


452350 hs. 


LMPORTANT 
Wo. 1686 sSearet 


Addressed to Governor of Cyprus Now 187. 
Repeated to the S. of 5. 


Tt think you should know that, by 
extremely elever fabrication of travel documenta, 
663 illegal immigrents from Czecho-Sloyakia haye entered 
and are at large in Palestine. | 


Ze It will be necessary to deduet this 
total of 663 from future immigration quotas. T am most 
wwilling to add to your present difficulties or to 
precipitate trouble in Cyprus, especially in view cf 
5. of S'a telegram Noo 457 to you and in view also of 
deductions from Cyprus quota which have already baen 
made and may in future have to be made fram time to timc. 
~ feel however that it would be unduly herah to penslise 

woulé=be legal immigrants from Burope by deducting 412 
663 certificates from Buropean quota: if, therefore, 
you see no insuperable objection, I prepose to ageduct 
432 certificates only from Buropean quota, and balance 

of 331 from Cyprus quote for September = October. 


3e Whe reagon for these deductions would 
be publicised in Palestine. 
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Adaressed to High Commisaloner for Paleatins, 
HO o B59. 


Repeated to 8. of Ba 


| | Your telegeam No. 185 repaated to the &, of 8. 
Rao 1689. ; 


{liegal jmmigrations 


Understand from local agents that KNEDIVIAL is 
not (repeat nct) prepared to take illegal’ immigrants 
az deck passengers as propesed by the Jewish Agency. 
T have not, tharefora ,completed exemingtion of propesal. 
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" | af # 
Ma Te 5 


Ministry of Transpors : 
Foreign Office (Research DeptJq= 


yy 


q 


Po& to Prime Minister 
Privete Seerstary 
Private Secretary 
First Sea Lord 

Me. G.GeBe Rodds 
Privates Searetary 
C.1.6.8. 


Lt. Col. M.M. Charteris 


L&,. Col. BW. Price 
Private Secoretary 
Chief of Air Stat? 
Sir No Brook 
Commander Bvershed 
tr, TAGs Shariton 
Private Secretary 
Br. Oo Wo Baxter 

ir, Heilth 


Mx, Rennie | 
Private Secretary . 
Sir Henry Wilson Snith 
Defence Registry — 
Br. T ake Robertson. 
hea Wa Graham. Mee Bo 
Aly Comnodere K.C.2058 
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Oypher (0,T.P.) 
FROM CS 
‘£0 Ss OF 8, 5 COLONIES. 


DelOth Septerber, 1947, | 
Reidth 7 "24.05 hee, 


IMPORT awe 
No. 491 Top searet, 


; Addveased to the s, of 8. 
Repeated tO Pelestine No. ABO. 


: | | Your top secret telegram No. 480 repeated ta 
Palestine No, WOOT, 


AG FOU assume, I heve the st brongest és gibies 
ob jection te the deviation of the CYPPRS GuOota to any athes 
Houree of Misra GLon invo palestine, In addition to thik 
sugzestion, i-pave ouerently under sonsidevation teloaran No, La? 
from Palestine repeated bo You NOe 1686 ihn which I am eaked 
YO fopegy 341 certificates for September ~. Getcher QuOW £ 
Would vachli to yok the importance which was attached to ‘the 
alloeaticn to Cyprus of the Largest poasible quota in 
correspondence exchanged with my predecessor at be 63 ime he 
agreed bG aeconmoda te seve in Oyprue (ending with your t- alegs 
NO,464 of 29th - Jatovers LO46) Desdaion then made ETE 3 
eLteat to on equal @ivision pf the quota betyeen Cyprus. ant 
oVther SOUPS AB 5 and although Li did nos amowrs to a PEACE 

commitment in vesepest of future GUOERB, Vou ALG Culay aware of 
thé trovbie- that has followed upoir any Aappreciaiiie dov dation Peom 
that principrs. ALtiough (wide your te slegram Noo Loy op 
26th Merch 1947} T agreed te accept Lilegal immigrant ae 
greaber maxim eed ordar bo moet oresslag necesaitias with which 
You Vere PAGGH, i @ould rot huge done so hed there been etiy 
SUgKeSTIGN ah that, time thet. ihe quota allocated to Cyprus might 
be radueed. Indeed 1 eonsider the Large wudber elraedy in — 
Cyprug more than justifies ‘a6 Lneressa in ths local quo te ard 
I cannot Gmph agi ze 300 BtePangliy the importance I attach to the 
pYAncdple - coat the proserthion allecated so Crp mun ” eho. Soha 2 t 
Lesst mainte, ued and shouLa pak be astachked voor every | 
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- PRECEIVED Ino 'B | 


16 SEP 1947 | 


- SENT TO DEPT. 


occasion, circumstances elsewhave making desirable the special 


oy an of certificates. I cannot ascept the suggestion of — 


High Commissioner of Palestine that the local quota should 
suffer because of the ability of iumigrents from — 
Czechoslavkia to secure entry into Palestine by means of 
forged documents, nor surely do I need to forecast the | 
inevitable. reaction in the Cyprus camps to any surrender to the 
lian Governments of what detainees regard 38 their 
in favour of persons still in Europe who have not | 
ken the hezards of attempts to entex Palestine ijilegally 


{I vefer to their own ooncantion of such voyages). Whether om 


| Rot any adjustment is possible of the current allocation of 
7 Cartificates te peraons @Llaeveers than in Gyprus, ZF am most 
Strongly of the cpinion that in neither (veases} should the 
Local allocation be penalized, > 
Distributed to;=- | 


R245 , ad iv, Trearford Smith — 

Secratary of State 7 MP, Guteh - 

Sir M Lleyd — a Pe. Mathieson 

i%> Ie Thomag- - Me. Higham 

Sir 3S. Caine _ Mre Bennett 

Siz Go Jeffries  . Mp. Barton | 

Me Holdin 7 | 

MPs Haréin oo 
 KPoreign office 


= Mr. Beith. 
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INWARD TELEGRAM INDEXE 


i te, 
é re i ; 
: 3 Ve 2 
3 : t 


+ ‘ TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


Gypher (0.T.Ps ) 


PROM PALESTINE (0. Ac Ge } 


De iOth September, 19479. 
t it 


RB iCth 47030 hee 


Maas OTA weT eT Ee 


Secret. 


Ada ressed to & of &. 
Repeated to gov. Cyprus, No. 7195, 


My telegram No. 1549. 


Today's Sunday press carries account of home-made 
bomb found in EMPIRE RIVAL at Hamburg. If shoulda be glad to 
receive confirmation of this, end any further details as to 
how the bomb was planted or by whom, at your very sariiest. 
convenience, as in the light of this further attempt at 


sabotage it will be necessary to reconsider arrangements to . 


bring over in our own corvettes second batch of orphan. 
children from Cyprus. 


/Gepiea 
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No. 70 Downing Strect 
Lord President 
Admiralty 
ee 
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War Orrice 
sd tt 


Alr Hinistry 
vt (8 


cabinet offices 
e tt 


tt st 


Woreign OFrrice 
ve. {? ; 


19 tt 
Ministry of Defence 
£2 £% 2 
te tt 44 


Wee 5 
“iniatry of Transport 


P.§, to Prime Hinister. 
Private Secretary. 
Private Secretary. 
Birat Sea Lord. 

Mre Ge Oa Be Ded ASs 
Private Secrevarys 
Cola Ge Se 


Lt, Cole MeMe Oharterise 


Lt, Gol, D.W, Price 
private Secretary. 


Chie® of Air Steff. 


fir HW. Brook. 
re PoAeGe Chariton, 
Commender Eyvershed, . 


Private Secretery. 


Hr, Co, Baxter. 


Bn Beith. 


Private Secretary. | 
Gir Henry Wilson Smita, 
Defence Registry. 

MY. Tp Aco Robertson... 

M Kc Wo Gra nant. 


papratdoeoee ree aoe ee eae 


Foreign office (Research Dept. } ~ Air Gommodore E.G. Buss. 
" "  {$nformation . 53 


Policy Dept. } Hr, Rennie, 
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. ‘f 
4 ECRETARY OF STATE FOR F 


Cypher (0,1. Pe} 
TO PALESTINE (0.800 j 


Sent itth September, (9h7. 4 


INMRDTATE 


Ho. ot 
Your telervanm He. T7Ob. 


Bomb on EMPIRE RIWAL » 

Further ¢ etaile ere ceing sought Prom British 
Zone of Germeny cencerning the boubh which was Pound in 
Bold of ehip. 


: It was apparently powerful enough to blow @ 
hole 6 ft. square in ball. Detalla will be telegraphed 
$0 VOR @6 GOOD as received. 


there is ao Ppeason to believe that thease 
SxDLCS. Ves Fere guwgglek aboard at Baifa, and 15 is 
suspected shat they ware introduced at Port de Louce 
In theses simcumstances, it dcee not eppaar that 
arrangements for transport ef orphene noed be altered. 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF ST 
Cypher ie Ebi es 
PROM PALESTINE (0.A.G. ) 


D. 20th September, 7917-6 ee sass al earn 
2, 20th * f 45.20 Kyra 


Hoot778 Secret ana 


fo 
A 
+ 


| 


Addressed to Gove Cyprus, No. 20h.s 
kepeated to 8, of 8. _ 


My telegram No.1708 to Secretary of State repented. 
GO you Nort 956 


 gewish Agency heving given sabieractory guarentee 
ggeinst sabotage, i+ has now been egresd that corvettes wil. 
we used te bring the eecond watch of orphans te Palestine. 
They will Load at Vemagusta 22nd Sapuemsar and arpeive 8%. 
Hela 23rd September. | 
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mM CLAIR 


BOCC 10514 UNCLASSIFIED 

50th June 1947 D 6.40 pm 30th June 1947 

Repeated: Lemgo (PWOP) R 8.20 pm 30th June 1947 
Operation Grand National. - 


Jeeigh obs have. produced proposals to change the 
place of embarkation for Operation Grand National Prom. 
Marseilles to Genoa. | 


2 They maintain they have difficulty in chartering 
pope aga Marseilles but can do this more easily in Italy 
"rom Genoa, 


ee There do not appear to be any difficulties regarding 
land movement for such a change of port. 


4, Arrangements for the movement of Jews in Grand — 
Natlonal to Marseilles were negotiated by you and we consider 
— any change of procedure should be arranged by you as 
well. 


bas 


oe. _May we have your comments please, 


Action: | Mr Edihond.” 


Distribution: ~PS/Sir Gilmour Jenkins aoe 
PS/Mr Maurice Dean (2 copies)» 
German Educ i (6 copies) 


German Internal .ffairs (3 copies) 
wor Beith Eastern Dept Downing St, 


War Office: ~ | Mr Keller MI. 5 


Colonial Office: Mr Tra.ford Smith 
Mr Fitzgerald 


O | aouasafay 
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Telegrams : CONFOLK,: 
| PICCY, LONDON. 


Telephone : WHitehall 4477 Ext. Qu dbevviccessenaiviotss NorFo_k HOUvusE, 


# 
Our Reference: Ge 18/ 9 : 


/ ¢ St. JAMES’S SQUARE, a 
-Lonpon, S.W.1. 


Your Reference : 


URGENT ; pe GAA Lon?. 
ON Me at } teal 


I spoke to someone in your Office a day or two ago 
about BGCC 10514 from Berlin about changing the piace of 
embarkation for operation Grand National from Marseilles 
to Genoa. At the time I proposed, with Colonel Solomon's 
support, to take the line that we should resist strongly 
any proposal:from the Jewish Agency on these lines because 
the administrative difficulties of changing our route would 
be considerable, and because to send the transport through 
the American Zone (as we should have to do) would be asking 


for trouble. 


I have now, however, seen an officer from Control 
Commission who has been in close touch with the Jewish Agency 
representatives in Germany, and I am inclined to think we 

ee shall have to give way. 


The Jewish Agency are having very great difficulty in 
chartering a ship from Marseilles to take our legal emigrants 
to Palestine. The extent of their difficulties can be 


/ imagined 


ae 


-“/ 


J. Beith, Esq., 


OC t .. ay 
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4 
. Py Avs gre iA ate 3 
Se ACL 


120-0 
imagined by Rs afpet that there is a back-log of 125669 Jews 
in H8hne Cemp documented and ready to depart but cannot go 
because there is no transport available. You can understand 
that this creates a very. awkward problem for the Control 
Commission Authorities. I understand that an Agreement has 
been signed between the Jewish Agency and a shipping company 
Called "The Adriatica" under which the Jewish Agency would 
make use of the Company's service from Genoa by Naples to 


Haifa which runs at frequent intervals, The Control Commission 


say that the administrative re-organisation which would be 
necessary to route Grand National travellers to Genoa instead 
of to Marseilles would not after all cause them very great 
embarrassment. They would be far less embarrassed by it in 
fact than by having to keep 123 excited Jews quiet at H8hne. 
They are also prepared to guarantee that the train to Genoa 
through the American Zones will be closely guarded and escorted 
and oemtatniy every possible precaution will be taken to see 
that any attempt at illegal movement is frustrated. 


.In the circumstances I should be glad to have your agree- 
ment that Grand National may in future be routed through 


| /Genoa’ 


O | saouasafay 


NOOWOT “391440 080934 91718Nd 3HL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


a 


Genoa. I do not guarantee that there will not be one or 
two movements through France as the shipping situation ~ 

dictates, but I think you Can take it that in future the 

pulk of the movements will go through Genoa. i 


I.am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Higham of 
the Colonial Office with whom I have also ‘discussed this 
problem, and I should be grateful for early remarks from 


the Colonial Office too. 
I should be grateful if you could let me have a reply 


urgently as both the Jewish Agency and the Control Commission 
are anxious to put their plans into operation. 


Yours ever, 


M. F. (Miss) 
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fr 
FOREIGN OFFICE, te] 
Whey 


eo CONFOLK, 


PICCY, LONDON. 
NorFOLK HOUSE, 


:W 11.4477 Ext. 2h, 

reef re Hiteha a St. JAMES’S SQUARE, 

G18 Ww 
L /9 Lonpbon, S.W.1. 


_ Your Reference: IND & X ED 
7] Loe yp gus no mn mpeen tems ae ce wd ri 
: Q) S32 ase Se 11th July, 1947. 


Our Reference: 


bust bse BF 
“ee be Mase 


This is to remind you that as a result of 
Meeting of the Illegal Immigration Working Party, you agreed. 
to inform the Embassies in Paris and Rome of the change of. 
route for operation Grand National from Marseilles to Genoa. 


Dear Mr. Cable, 


L have myself written to Ivor Pink in Berlin and. told 


him that you are clearing the position with the Embassies 

so that his notifications to Rome will not be received with 
SUCDPr1Sse. T have told him that since the new route will 
pass over french territory (The rench Zone of Austria) I 
think his cavles to Rome should be repeated to Parise This 
may be an unnecessary precaution but T thought it was just 


worth while. 


O I.....; ay 
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If there is any other point which I have not covered 


perhaps you will let me know. 


Yours sincerely, 


mM 


Je E. Cable, Esq, 


bce 
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oueein™ TELEGRAM 


(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 


retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on) 
4c 


» FUIGN UPFICH (GiRMA: GECTTUN) TUS 


NO 53 
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Vienna 6/3: D 12.30 pm eth July 
Luobec ke | 
Lengo 


ae Hip) ae ee ee 
RPG ¥ i Lae yess ek Ne 


Referunes BGCO 10514 of 20ta June lve. 


16 Gefue tat the port or onparketion for Gread 
fom perseitiGs Lo Gen0e, 


_¢ tieve so informed Lac Jewish agency in tals 


wiPenee tents €re Oboe rece 2 notiry rarls end Rome. 


Ce ie eecone rel bie t G 


scorus be ofovided und trains 
cucided go tit ths risk 


- of substitution of wndividuals 


Lhe journey my de aivinized, 
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ae aap 3 NOUN rains ; 
“y eg mee omen p ch a. 


Tuk. VOGNMa TO FURRIGN UmriCd (GiRkak 


A. Ca/BGS(1) /227 


ie Oise 1625 5.30 nel4 duly 1947 
“ . < D525 A115 July L947 


Your 533 Basic 12 July 1947 to ercomb reneated 
Acabrit referring Grand National Bercomb reference BGCC 10514 
af SJ vun. 


2. May we be inroried immediately 17 this concerns us. 


ActLon: Wiss Annleby. 
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Distribution. Po/Sir Gilmour venkins (3 Conies) 


ur. Maurice Dean (3 Copies) 
German Internal Afrairs Dept. 
Forei.n Ott ice: Mr Beith —~ 
Hastern Dept. ir Cable 
Colonial Ofrice tur Tratford omith 


Mr Hishan 
lic Matheson 


G/SLT 
1513 


AFR/AEL. 


- : Registry gistry | | OUT FILE F, O., / 
No UR 1564]20) | 


194. 
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| Cypher. 
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COPYRIGHT OF THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, LONDON 


OUT FILE 


WR 2552/2186/48. 
Cypher/OTP DEPARTM NEAL Nog 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ROME 


Noe 1555 
16th July, 1947. D. 4. 15 pem. 17th July, 1947. 


Repeated to Paris No. 1575 
| Genoa No. 47 
Marseilles No. 86. 


2222 


pial fend information, it has been decided that 
legal immigrants travelling to Palestine under "Operation 
Grand National" are in future toembark at Genoa instead 
of at Marseilles. : | 


9. This change was reanesre’ ee jewish Agency, 
who were having great difficulty inc tering as 

from Marseilles. There does not appear to be any objection 
to it from the point of view of preventing lllegal 
imnigration. | 
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. CYPHER 
Paraphrasing 3 i: 
"a unnecessary) a ait. 
Ol y-tTELEGRAM 
co (QAP 
° (T his telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on) 


FROM FOxIGN OFFICH (G.RMaN SECTION) TO ..CASRIT (VIBNN.) 


2/406 | — SACRE 
16th July loe/ I). EOIL.TE 
Repeated: Sserlin No 699 Basic D 8.30 pm 16th July 1947 
Your ..0./BGS (1) /léc7? of lata July concerning 
Ooeration GRaND NaTIONaL. 

. If you are referring to the actual movement oT 
trains througa ,ustria from Germany en route to Genoa please 


contact Brigadier KENCHINGTON and mcke any necessary 
arrangements direct. 


Ge If you are referring ta te question of the ..ustrian 
contingent, “waen agreud, jolning any such trains in .ustria 
now toat these treins ere to transit Austria perhaps you 

would advice us whether sr not you wish us to take up with 

the Hizb Commissioner for Palestin. the allocabion direct. vo 
.ustriea of woatever certificates it is eventually aecided to 
SVEnt. ausuria. 


OC oe ay 
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Oe | we are still awaiting a final decision on this | 
question of allscuting eartificates to sustriaiwWe shall nowever 
kisp you advised, 


Originator: Miss J Drake ( G6/9)(42 cxp1es) 


Distrro0creon: PS/Chancellor 
PS/Sir Gilmour Jenkins (5 copies) 
ps/Sir Oliver harvey 
PS/Mr Maurice Dean (2 copies) 
German Refugee Dept (6 copies) 


Forsign Office: German Internal .ffairs (3 copies) 
(Downing Street Afr Beith dastern Dept 
| Mr Cable kastern Dept 


Colonial Office: iar Trafford Smith 
Mr Matheson 
| ' Higham 
n/406 
C2 | 
nlvl/ RHR 
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eS a INWARD TELEGRAM 


(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on) 


FROM VIENNA TO FOREIGN O1DICE (GERMAN SECTION) 


PWDP/65/V . SECRET 
25th July 1o4/ TMMED LATE 
- Dp. ll am 25th July 194/ 


R. 10 pm 25th July 1947 


Repeated Berlin 


Your 4/406 dated 16th uly. 


Your paragraph 2. Desirable that pick up of 
the sparen contingent foiaing German contingent as 


train passes through AUG bas 


2. Desirable to take Up with the High Commis sloner 
for Palestine the allocation of certificates direct. 


3. May we have fuller details of scheit as informaLon 


on this subject.is scanty here. | 
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action. Miss J Drake (G1e/9)(2 copies) 


igstribution.  PS/Chancel lor | | 
agaacieial s/Sir Gilmour Jenkins (3. copies) 
PS/Sir Oliver Harvey . 
Po/\r Waurice Dean (3 copies) 
. German Refugee Dept (6 copies) 
‘Rertan Intemal Affairs (5 copies) 
German Division (15 copiss) 
Vr Reith Eastern Dept | 
Mer Cable coal ae 
Colonia? Office. Mc ““rafford SME ee 
hic Matheson ae oe 
We Higham 


b/ 406 
2602 


HWS/JV 


CYPHER 
araphrasing 
| unnecessary) 


4. 
‘ INWARD TELEGRAM 


(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on) 


“FkCuL LEMGO (Pw/DP) TO FOREIGN OFFICH (GERMAN SECTION) 
| —— VIENNA BERLIN AND LUBBECKE. 


CCG 75281 SECRET. 
7th August 1947. | 
| . D. Noon 7th August 1947. 


R. 1.00 ain 8th August L947. 


Your PW/DP/65/V refers. | 
Documentation for Grand National. . 
after Gelection by Board applicants should bring with 


A. | 
thetn De Registration Cards sioned by Chairman of Selection 
oard. 


B. All other personal identity documents. 


C “edical Certificate which J.A.F.P. will arrange. 


D. Bight photographs full face in which ears must be 
shown. No headress ov Wigs to be worn. >This applies to 


both sexes. 


EB We understand as result of conversations TAYLOR 
LEVINE those selected will be transported by road_to Bocholt 
Transit Camp Land North Rhine/Westphalia British Zone of 
Cermany after which we will document as for all others on 
Grand National wove. : 

F, esential you igsue cowplete and fully authenticated 
ovement order with six nominal rolls signed by Chairman of 
Selection Board and Pw and DP Officer. 


a 
® 
mp, 
® 
ba | 
iy 
| 
ip) 
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G. _ To prevent wisunderstandings we should have as long 
as possible advance notice of each move and voute 


Action. Mise Joan Drake 


Distribution. P5/Chancellor 
PS/Sir Gilmour Jenkins (3 copies) 
PO/Sir Oliver Harvey 
aftr, saurice Dean (2 copies) 
C/317 | German hefugee Dept. (6 copies) 
0814 | ‘eran Internal Affairs (35 copies? 
ATE /UWD. Geruan Division (5 copies) 
aie Beith, Eastern Dept. 
“4 x Cable, Eastern Dept. 
Colonial Office. yr. Trafford-Gmith 
ir. Matheson 
ie. . Higham. 
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j 7 OUTWARD TELEGRAM ie ow 


i 
(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should b bs eg Nel 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on 25 JUL | S41 


FROM FOREICN OFFICH (GERMAN SECTION) TO LUGBECKE’ 

No 1272 BASIC SECRET 
22nd July 1947 IMMEDIATE 
D 5,50 pm 22nd July 1947 


Repeated: Berlin No 907 BASIC 
Lemgo No 1272 BASIC 


Operation GRAND NATIONAL. 


oan Our No 745 BASIC repeated Berlin 533 BASIC or Leth 
ULY~ 


: The..following information has been received from the 
JHwISH AGENCY PARIS concerning suipping available Genoa and 
Marseilles: read left to right (a) Port (b) Date (c) Passages. 


(a) Marseilles (b) 23/8 
(a) Marseilles 
a) Genoa 
(a) Genoa 


(a) Genoa (b) 14/8 (¢) 250. 
Total passages Marseilles 750. Total Genoa 1050, 


Jewish Agency suggest following Lransports: - — 
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(a) Marseilles one transport of 400 for the 7/8 sailing 
and one transport of 300 23/8. | 


(b) Two transports , toGenoa for 6/8 and 14/8 respectively. 


2 — Jewish Liat Mae been advised to contact Lemgo direct 


to arrange details but we transmit above ioformation Lor 
advance warning in view of nearness of move. 


A, Please keep. us advised of actual arrangements completed. 
Originator: Miss J Drake (G18/9) (2 copies) 


Distribution: PS/Chancellor | 
PS/Sir Gikmour Jenkins (3 copies) 
PS/Sir Oliver Harvey 
PS/Mr Maurice Dean (2 copies) 
German Refugee Devartment (6. copies) 
Geran Division (15 copies) 


wr Beith -— tastern Department 
Mr Cable — Eastern Department 
Colonial Offices Mr Trafford-Smith 
| Mr Matheson 
oe Mr Higham 
a 


GH _ 


hy : 


OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


| : a : 
(This telegram is of particular secrecy and shoul } 6r7 | ( ) 4 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passe?@nj | 8 aye wo? ; 


Teme 
rg ON Oe ge iis 
di Bet oan E Bp? 
sem 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE (GRIN SACTION) TO Lel:GO PWDP 


No 2229 B.SIC } SECRET 
6th Jjugust 1947 | : Ti MEDIS TH 
Repeated. Berlin No 1523 BASIC D 5S pm 6th sugust 1947 


Operation Grand National. 
se Please ensure that in all future imovements:- 


(a) Berlin (Political Division) is given full . 
advance warning of train timings because it is that Division 
which is responsible for ee Paris and Rome of the 
movement. We should Like to be put._on the Distribution of 
any such telegram for information only, It is suggested that 
a tentative sehedule could be given well in advances and that 
this might be confirmed nearer the start of the movement. 


— (b) The Jewish sgency understands that unless exact 
timings are given you_.l4 days in advance transit visas_ete will 
not répeat not be peady in time for movement to take place. 

We will take up this point here too. 


(¢c) Once movement has begun exact numbers despatched | 
are signalled to us, 


oe Please ensure that special attention is given to 
advance warning of Genoa movement Since this is the first tline 
this port is to be used, 
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. O | saouasafay 


ORIGINATOR. Miss Joan Drake G18/9 


Distribution, . PS/Chancellor 
PS/Sir Gilmour Jenkins (3 copies) 
PS/Sir Oliver ott | . 

PS/ir Maurice Dean (2 copies) 
German Refugee yee (6 copies) | 
German Internal Affairs (3 copies) 
German Division (lo copies) 
Mr Beith, Eastern Dept. 

Fu Cable, Hastern Dept 


Mr Trafford-Sini th 
Mp Matheson 
Mr Higham 


Colonial Office. 


G/317 


aT | 
AM/JWS 


Following document(s retained in the 
Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 
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Next Paper 


J/i- ou 


ay x 1 RE Saat ARE 
: _ Hse i ta rant ans 


Late det 


Ath July, 19,7. 


I refer to your letter of the 2th May about the allocation 
of certificates for immigration into Palestine and to our subsequent 
talk here with the Secretary of State. 

We must now accept the position that of your total of 1,500 
certificates per month half are pledged for the illegal immigrants 
in Cyprus, but I hope you will not mind my raising one or two points Lh 
which we did not get an opportunity to discuss at the meeting. ey Me : os \ 


Pirst, you are I know, fully alive to the discouraging effect 
Which the allocation to Cyprus has had on the more law abiding Jews 
in Europe who in particular are distressed that the genuine persecutees 
of Nazi oppression must now see an indefinite postponement of the day 
When they hoped to reach the promised land. We have every sympathy 
with tnese Jews, and I should like to ask whether you would consider 
a scheme for giving priority to ex inmates of concentration camps now 
in Cyprus without disturbing the total allocation. Such a concession 
would, I am sure, go some way to relieve the feelings of the other 
persecutees still i 


Secondly, I understood that the principal reason why you feel 
it is impossible to disturb the existing allocation to Cyprus is 
that the granting of 750 certificates a month is now a regular 
reature so well known to the Cyprus Jews that any alteration of the 
rigure would cause disturbances. I am also informed that at the 
present rate it would take about 20 months to clear the camps in 
Cyprus on the assumption that no further additions are made. During 
the same tine and at the present rate we shall only have succeeded 
in disposing of about half of the inmates of the Jewish D.P. camos 
in our Zone of Germany. It follows, therefore, that there is a 
direct incentive both to these Jews as well as to those in the 
American Zone to carry on illegal immigration. If, however, an 
announcement were to be made that the 750 a month would only continue 
for as long as was necessary to clear the existing inmates of the 
yprus camps, and that thereafter the nuaber would be reduced to 
say, 100 a month or some smaller figure, which would mean in effect 
that the waiting veriod in Cyprus would for any future illegal 
immigrants be very much longer, while the balance of certificates omen TY ; 
would. be made available for Jews in Europe, we should not only succecd [ae S 
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i 
ices 
Daa 


see 


ur A 


eae 


. 


in increasing the hopes of the Suropean Jews, put might well reduce | 
illegal movement in a very substantial manner. Perhaps you would 


consider this suggestion. 


Another suggestion that has been put forward is that the 
Palestine Government might be prepared to accept over and above 
the monthly quota a small contingent of say 300 orphan children who 
are now in Germany. This would dispose of’ one varticularly distressing 
aspect of the D.P. problem. I understand that children used to be able 


to imnigrate into Palestine without certificates. 


In regard to the enquiry in your letter of the 24th May, I have 
considered what might be done in regard to Austria to which has now 
been added the French Zones of Germany and Austria to whom a token 
allocation of certificates has been promised. An allocation 
proportionate to the number of Jews in the various zones (leaving 
out the American Zone) would give roughly 50 certificates a month 
to the British Zone of Austria and a like number to the French. 
This would, however, cause in my view too great 4 reduction in the 
allocation to the British Zone of Germany which is already too small, 
and I propose, therefore, that the Austrian and French allocations 
should be 25 a month each until such time as you can see fit to 
Snerease the total. This is not a satisfactory arrangement, but is 
the best we can suggest in the present circumStances. | 


I will propose that if you agree to this allocation the 
selection of immigrants should be undertaken by the Jewish Agency 
according to the same principles as apply to the selection now being 
carried out in Germany, and that unless a more practicable arrangement 
can ‘be suggested, the selected persons should be moved to the 
collecting camp at Bocholt for documentation and final preparation 
for the journey to Palestine. Under this arrangement the certificates 
Will continue to be sent by the High Commissioner to the Passport 
Officer in Berlin. This arrangement should, I suggest, commence with 
the forthcoming allocation:for July/August in respect of the french 
Zones, and with the present allocation for June/July in respect of 


Austria. 


The Rt.Hon, A. Creech Jones, M.P., 


Secretary of State for 
Colonial Office, the Colonies, 


S.W. 1. 
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FORSIGH OFFICE, as a 
(Gerinan Section), | 
Norfolk House, 
St. James's Square, 
LONDON, S.W.16 


Date: IQ PY), 
Tot. SEEDET, Ag 


Attached forwarded with the 
Compliments of Miss Drake, G3 (b). 
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Cnr tton 7, ‘wll. 


COLONIAL OFFICE, 


DOWNING STREET, S.W.1. 


16th July, 197. 


My Dear Frank, 


Thank you for your letter of the 4th July about the allocation of 
immigration certificates for Palestine to Jewish displaced persons 
in Europe. 


2, Let me deal first with your proposal that an announcement should be 
made that the release of 750 a month from Cyprus will only continue 

as long as necessary to clear the existing inmates of the camps and that 
thereafter the number will be reduced to 100 or some similar figure, 

As you know, I am not unminéful of the fact that it can be urged that 
the fact that it can be urged that the present system of releases from 
the Cyprus camps offers a certain inducement to inmates of U.!. Camps 

in Europe to try their luck in the stream of illegal immigration; but 


(i) I find it diffucult to believe that Jews would base 
their calculations on the assumption that the present 
monthly quota of 1,500 will remain unchanged for 20 months 
ahead. This quota has been approved in the existing 
circumstances in Palestine, pending a final decision. 
What that decision will be we do not know, but I hope 
that long before the 20 months are over, we shall have 
passed beyond the present phase, | 


My principal concern at the moment is to ensure 

tuat I am in a position to cope with the numbers of 
illegal immigrants arriving in Cyprus in the next 

6 months or so, After every effort to increase the 
potential capacity of the camps to a maximum, we are 
still barely in a position to provide accommodation 

for the estimated inflow up to the end of this year 

and I cannot possibly, at the moment, gamble on the chance 
that there will be a substantial reduction during this 
period, I personally doubt if any announcement on the 
lines you suggest would have any considerable effect 

on the volume of the illegal movement, It remains a 
possibility that the camps will, in fact, be unable to 
accommodate the number of arrivals, and I may actually 
be compelled to raise the question of annroving an 
increase in the monthly release of 750 as the only 

way of meeting the situation, 


Lord Winster and the Cyrpus Government have been 
extremely helpful in assisting me in dealing 

with this problem, but the presence of large numbers 

of inmates in the detention camps is a matter of the 
gravest administrative and political difficulty to them 
and I am under an obligation to clear these camps with the 
least possible delay. I cannot therefore, in view of 
the probability that illegal inmigration will continue, 
agree to tie my hands by an undertaking to limit 
releases to 100 a month after the present inmates have 
gone. If I did that Cyprus could quite reasonably demur 
to the admission there of the still large balance of 

the number the Governor has agreed to take, 


/3. Your 


‘ 


. OC | saouarafay 


NOOWOT “3914930 ON0938 9178Nd 3HL 30 LHDIYAdOD 


3, Your suggestion that priority of release might be given to 
ex-inmates of concentration camps who are already in Cyprus would, 

T am afraid, have serious repercussions in the camps there and the 
practical difficulties of ‘yaentifying those who would qualify under this 
category would be insuperable. There is already provision for giving 
some priority on compassionate grounds; but, owing to the aifficulty 

of selection and the bitter feelings aroused by any interference with 
the " first in first out" principle, it has been found necessary to 
leave ajudication of such cases to the Jewish Agency. 


4. You also suggest that the Palestine Government might be prepared 
to accept a small contingent of say 300 orphan chiliren from Germany over 
and above the monthly quota. Here again I regret that I can see no 

| possibility of admitting immigrants outside the quota. The Cabinet have 
felt that in the prevailing circumstances in Palestine no increase in 
the quota can be conceded, I share your desire to see these children 
removed as soon as possible from the distressing surroundings of the camps 
and I have just anproved an arrangement whereby certain orphans in 
Cyprus will be admitted immediately to Palestine, on the understanéing that 
they will be cared for there under a scheme prepared by the Jewish Agency 
and that they wil. be deducted from future quotas when their turn comes 
round, In the case of the children in Germany, since there is at 
present no order of priority, there could be no question of deduction 
from future quotas on tiese lines and in ail the circumstances I feel 
only able to suggest to you that perhaps you could try to arrange, 
in fixing the composition of the monthly contingents released from 
your camps, that a special priority is given to the children. 


De I regret that I can write to you no more helpful a letter 
than this. I know your anxieties in this matter and wish it were 
possible for me to make some contribution to the solution of your 
perplexing problem. But with the best will in the world I cannot 


give you any satisfactory answer to your requests. 


6. I am telegraphing to the High Commissioner regarding your 


proposals for the allocation of a small number of certificates monthly 
to Jews in the British zone of Austria and in the French zones of 
Austria and Germany and will send you 4 further answer on this point 


when I have his reply. 


Yours 


(Sea. ) A. Creech-Jones. 
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)) 


Ae Pe 
we : CONFOLK, FOREIGN OFFICE, SI 
PICCY, LONDON. | 


NorFoLk House, es ao 
Telephone : WHitehall 4477 Ext. : 


Our Reference: Ge 18/ 9 


St. JAMES’S SQUARE, 


LONDON, S.W.1. 


Your Reference: 


29th July, 14/ 


My vear John, 


‘ 
+ 
Eo 
' 
’ 


» 
ts) 
& 
bn | 
& 
| 
rp) 
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- You will remember that when we recently put up a letter 
for the Chancéllor of the Duchy of Lancaster to send to 
lir. Creech Jones we made a suggestion that the total quota 
of immigration certificates” O allocated to the ifrench 
following your recent negotiations in Paris, should be 25 a 
monthe , | 


We have now heard from the Colonial Office that the 
High Commissioner in Palestine is prepared to agree to this 
figure. 


I should be grateful for your advice as to how we are 
to proceed. I believe you felt that since your negotiations 
had taken place in Paris the figure of 25 should be conmuni-~ 
cated to the French Government by the Mnbassy in Paris before 
any notification to Germany or to the press is made. I am 
quite prepared to approach the French in this way and should 
be grateful if you would notify the Embassy in Paris accord- 
ingly, and would keep me in touch with developments so that 
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En Clair DEPARTMENTAL NO.2 


FROM BERLIN TO PARIS 
(From Military Geverner) 
| a D.2. O pem. 25rd August, 1947, 
Ne.134 . i . : 
2ord August, 1947. R.1.50 p.m. 25rd August, 1947. 
Repeated te Reme 
Foreign Office Ns.1258 


BBBB 

Operation Grand National, 

Party numbering 480 leaves British Zene on August 26th 
arriving Ferbach evening or gene day. Due to leave Marseilles 
in 58.8. "Rena", "Cirenia" andKeoma" on August 27th, August 
30th and September 4th respectively. : : 


Fereign Office lease pass Paris and Rome as m . telegrams 
Ne, 124 ani 18. | ca 


{Repeated te Paris Embassy and Rene] 
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HIS Majesty's AMbassador at Prague 
presents his compliments to H.MsPvSeSsFeAe 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioneq 


documents. 


iE ! 
British. SMPASBYs............ t mn MS 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Telegram No.211 Saving of Sept.8th from the 
High Commissioner for Palestine to the Secre- 
tary, of State Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. 


Tos Czechoslovak Illegal immigration 
Ministry of National from Czechoslovakia 
Defence. to Palestine. 


Ref: MA/201/h7 
Dated: 3.10.197. 
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Cypher/OTP 
FROM NGG 
(¥ren United Kingdon Delegatien te United Natiens) 
oir a Cadegan 
No. 2368 D: 2,18 am lth Octeber, 1947 


Po te nda oneal 
10th Octeber, 1047 
R: 8.40 am llth Octeber, 1947. 


TPORTANE. 
Please pass te Cyprus, Jerusalem and Celenial 
Orfice, 


Ps : ye - 
i Begins |. f _ me ee 


| 
Secret, : . 
| VIS OCF 
Aadressed te Geverner ef Cyprus lle. Ts: yalvys:4 
repeated Celenial Office and Pelestine Ne, 85, 


Fellewing fer Cemmissiener ef Jewish Camps 
Famagusta telegram il». 2 ef 10/10/47, 


[Begins ]. 


Additienal infermatien requested in ny erclair 
telegram lle,1. is required in cennexien with 
resolutien submitted by delegatien ef Uruguay te the 
ad hec Cemmittee en the Palestinian questien in which 
ne vefers ts the "utterly Snhuman cenditiens in which 
jewish children new in D.P. Camps or in the island 

ef Cyprus are new living with imminent danger te their 
lives er their shaiteres physique and mera e", 


2, Please send in additien te the inferma tien 
asked fer in my enclair teliegran & prief acceunt 
ef cenditiens under which the children in the Cyprus 
carps ere accemmedated, with particulars ef 
Pocilities fer educatien ena recreatien and any 6 ther 


relevant ebservatiens. 
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(Cepies sent te Celenial Office fer actien and 
fer repetitien te Cyprus and Jerusalem]. 
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Gypher/OTP, DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1. 


FROM NEW YORK TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 
(From United Kingdom Delegation to United Nation s). 


No, 2869. D, 2,50 am, 11th October 1947, 
10th October 1947, R, 8,58 a,m, 11th October 1947, 


IMPORTANT. i — w, ae 
Please pass to Jerusalem and Colonial Office, 


[Begins] Viz iT UY 

Addressed to High Commissioner for Palestine 
telegram No, 86 of 10th October 1947 repeated to 
Colonial Office, 


Commissioner of Jewish camps Famagusta has 
reported that number of Jewish illegal immigrants 
received inte cyprus camps since lst October includes 
683 children, In connexion with Uruguay Resolution 
to which reference is made in my telegram No.1 to 
Governor of Cyprus I shall be _ if you will 
inform me by telegram whether it is your intention 
to transfer to Palestine, as further advances on 
monthly quotas, all orphans among children recently 
arrive Cyprus and also eny included in future 


shiploads of illegal immigrants, Such transfers would, 


T assume, be effected as soon as ses transport is 
available, provided you were satisfied that adequate 
arrangements for reception and care in Palestine had 
peen made by the Jewish Agency. 


[Ends], 
[Copies sent to Colonial Office for action 
end for repetition to Jerusalen, 
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En clair 
R W.YORK TO..FOREIGN OFFICE. — —— 
(Fro United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations). 


No. 2867. D. 1.40 aom. 10th October 1947, 
(Oth October 1947. Re 8-00 gre 10th Getober 1947. 
t —_ 


CuPORTANT, a 


Please pass to Famagusta, jerusaten and , 
Colonial Office. [Begins]. if iN’ ~ 


no. @ 


addressed Commissioner of Jewish Camps 
fanagusta Cyprus No. 1 of 10th October repeated 
vOlonial Office and Palestine No, 84, 


Yollowing from iiacGillivray, 


“hank you for figures contained in your 
telegram Wo. 5. I shall be grateful to receive 
by telegram following additional information (a) 
breakdown of 629 children in camps on 1st. October 
into three age groups (1) under 12 months, (2) 
from one to 6 years and (3) from 7 to 17 years. 


(bo) ‘Yhether children in campos on ist. 
October included any orphans and if so how many 
and reasons for their not having been transferred 
to ralestine. 


(c) iiumber of orphans and other children 
already transferred to Palestine in advance of 
quotas and dates of such transfers. 


[Copies sent to Telegram Section Colonial 
Office for action and for transmission to Iamagusta 
and Jerusalen]. 
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FROM NEW YORK TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
(From United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations) 


No. 3289 : D. 12.25 pea. 10th November 
7Oth November, 1947. Re 5etO0 pom. Oth November, 


TiiMED LATE 


Foreign Office please pass to High Commissioner 
Palestine as my telegram No. 167 of November 10th. 


[Begins] 


holds good... 

8,000 in 1951 

(to extent of 

estimation of 

Please confirm that underes 

of Beersheba in 1931 applied 

in rest of Palestine and tha 
unreasonable to assume on basis of 
Beersheba and of 19351 census figure 
Palestine that present Bedeuin pepu 
Palestine might be in neighbour od ef 127,000. 
Should be grateful fer very early reply. 


[Copy sent to Telegraph Sectien Celenial Office 
fer repetitien to High Cemmissiener Jerusalem] 
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MPORTANT 
Now 2894 Secret. 


Foreigs, UPfice have asked that congideration 63 
given to the posaibility of arranging for the admiasion inte 
Palestine of 46k Jewieh orphan children at present in the © 
British Zone in advanse of the done’s quota allocetion, 
following the precedent of the orphan children adwaitted From 
Gyprus, The suggestion ia shat, mince there is no order of 
priority among thess children, 2 suiteble number of” certificates 
ahowld be deducted monthiy fran the quota henceforward until 
the advance is cleared, The argumenta, eapeciniiy on 
humanitarian grounds, in favour of getting these children 
away from Germany (where twoethinds live in Dobos samps) before 
the onset of winter clearly have considerable Toree. 


Ze An dmportant difficulty of the proposal seeme 
however to lie in ite reletionship to withdrawal deelgion, _ 
tf Seeieion were taken that camps in Cyprus must be evacws ind 
before withdrawal ig cenplete it would be nesessary not 
merely ta devote the whale of the quota to thet purpoae but 
elao to inerease i3, Dseductiens trem monthly quote in reapes’ 
af theas children would presumably have to be fixed at a 
rate high enough to eneure that advance would have bean Oh BE VAG 
by date of termination of our adminietvation in Faleatine 
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Je Bet: sep : phy s rehurned to Poreign 
Ooffies I shall be glad to agave your Gossevetions on their 
request and in particule m ite Feasibility an preeont 
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